
 JOB INTERVIEWS 
ARE YOU BEING TOO PUSHY?
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TALK TO YOUR PARTNER 
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INTRO SPEAKING 1: JOB INTERVIEWS

TALK TO YOUR PARTNER 

1.Have you ever had a job interview? Where? What happened? How did you feel before, during and after? 

Describe the experience in as much detail as you can. 

2.What advice would you give to an interviewee about dress, body language and behaviour? Make notes 

in the table below.

DRESS BODY LANGUAGE BEHAVIOUR 

3. Below are some typical interview questions. How would you answer them?

• Do you like routine tasks / regular hours? 

• What was this company’s share price this morning?

• Why do you think you would like this type of work? 

• What did you think of your previous manager?

• How interested are you in sport? 

• Do you make your opinions known when you disagree with your supervisor? 

• What kinds of decisions are most difficult for you? 

• What is your greatest strength? 

• Do you prefer working with others or alone? 
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INTRO SPEAKING 2: GOOGLE QUESTIONS (A)

These interview questions are commonly used by Google 

INTERVIEW YOUR PARTNER  

When will you give LONGER or SHORTER answers?

Help your partner - While they are speaking, make “social noises” 

“UH-HUH”       (NOD YOUR HEAD)       “YOU’RE RIGHT...”       “I AGREE WITH YOU AND...”

1. What is your favourite Google product, and how would you improve it?

2. If you wanted to bring your dog to work but one of your team members was allergic to dogs, what 

would you do?

3. If ads were removed from YouTube, how would you monetize it?

4. What do you know about Google?

5. Design an evacuation plan for the building you’re in.

6. Which do you think has more advertising potential in Boston, a flower shop or a funeral home?

7. A coin was flipped 1,000 times and there were 560 heads. Do you think the coin is biased?

8. What does "being Googley" mean to you?
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INTRO SPEAKING 2: GOOGLE QUESTIONS (B)

These interview questions are commonly used by Google 

INTERVIEW YOUR PARTNER  

When will you give LONGER or SHORTER answers?

Help your partner - While they are speaking, make “social noises” 

“UH-HUH”       (NOD YOUR HEAD)       “YOU’RE RIGHT...”       “I AGREE WITH YOU AND...”

1. Name a prank you would pull on a manager if you were hired.

2.What is your opinion on whether or not individuals should be required to use their official name when 

opening a Gmail account?

3.What would you want to do if you didn't have to work?

4.What scares you?

5. How many ways can you think of to find a needle in a haystack?

6. Estimate the number of tennis balls that can fit into a plane.

7. If you could be remembered for one sentence, what would it be
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VOCABULARY

Check the meanings of the words below. Talk to your partner, use an online dictionary (ENGLISH 

ONLY PLEASE) and your teacher will help you. Use the words to complete the sentences below 

stare down (phr verb)          firm (adj)             trim (verb)          pushy (adj)          slouch (verb)      

fidget (verb)          err on the side of (colloc)           formulate (verb)

self-effacing (adj)                    beat around the bush (idiom)

1.We are _______________________ plans to take over our competitor. It will take a long time but so 

we need to start now.

2. I went to the hairdresser for a _____________ .

3. In financial situations, I always ____________________________ caution. I don’t like too much risk. 

4. If he looks at you, don’t try to _______________________ - he’s a nutter.

5.Will you please stop __________________ ! Have you got ants in your pants?

6. The rude teenager sat _________________ in his chair, sneering at the teacher.

7. If you are too _______________ , people will think you’re weak. You need to be assertive and 

confident.

8. I hate her – she’s so ______________ . She always tells you what she wants and never accepts “No”. 

9.Could you please stop _______________________ and get to the point! 

10.You should always greet people with a _________ handshake so you look confident.
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VOCABULARY KEY

1. DRAWING UP

2. TRIM .

3. ERR ON THE SIDE OF

4. STARE HIM DOWN

5. FIDGETING 

6. SLOUCHED

7. SELF-EFFACING

8. PUSHY

9. BEATING AROUND THE BUSH

10. FIRM 
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READING AND SPEAKING: INTERVIEWS (A)

BEFORE THE INTERVIEW 

Learn all you can about the company or organisation; learn as much as you can so that your questions are 

sophisticated and knowledgeable during the interview. Employers expect you to arrive knowing 

background information about the organisation.  If you don't, you look like you're not really interested in 

the job.   You have to be able to answer the critical question of why you would like to work for that 

employer — and not sound like you would take any job. Research helps you FORMULATE intelligent 

and appropriate questions to ask in your interview. Be prepared to answer and ask questions. 

Prepare your clothes for your interview, making sure they are business-like, clean and conservative; make 

sure your hair and nails are TRIMMED and clean. Your clothes should be appropriate and well-fitting. 

When in doubt, always dress more professionally rather than more casually. Dressing nicely and 

appropriately is a compliment to the person you meet, so if in doubt, ERR ON THE SIDE OF dressing 

better than you might need to. A two-piece matched suit is always the best choice for both men and 

women, in navy, grey or black. 

Prepare papers for your interview, including extra copies of your resume, job reference lists, reference 

letters, pad for taking notes, and any other information that you may wish to have with you. 

Arrive 10 to 15 minutes early. Don't take any chances that you might be even one minute late. If 

necessary, arrive 30 minutes early and wait in your car.  
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READING AND SPEAKING: INTERVIEWS (B)

DURING THE INTERVIEW 

Treat all people you encounter with professionalism and kindness. That receptionist or secretary or 

maintenance man may offer his or her opinion of you to the boss. It will count. Don’t let the employer’s 

casual approach cause you to drop your manners or professionalism. You should maintain a professional 

image. Don't address the interviewer by his or her first name unless you are invited to.  

Don't chew gum or smell like smoke. Don't take mobile calls during an interview. If you carry a mobile, 

turn it off during the interview to be sure it doesn't ring. Don't ever interrupt the interviewer, even if you 

are anxious and enthusiastic about answering the question. 

Be aware of your non-verbal behaviors - sit straight, smile as often as you can, maintain eye contact but 

don't STARE THE INTERVIEWER DOWN, lean forward but not invading the interviewer's space. Sit 

still in your seat; avoid FIDGETING and SLOUCHING. 

Don't be shy or SELF-EFFACING. You want to be enthusiastic, confident and energetic, but not 

aggressive, PUSHY or egotistic. That fine line is important. If you find yourself trying to hard to sell 

yourself, you are probably crossing the line. Instead, pull back, be confident and calm. Listen very carefully 

to each question and give thoughtful, to-the-point and honest answers. Ask for clarification if you don't 

understand a question.  Try not to ‘BEAT AROUND THE BUSH’ or take a long time to give the answer 

the interviewer is seeking. When the interviewer ends the interview, offer a FIRM HANDSHAKE and 

make eye contact.
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